IN THE CLAIMS 



1. (Currently Amended) An apparatus domprising: 

a repository for storing a volume licei se agreement for a product , wherein the volume 
licensing agreement is obtained from a cleari ighouse : 

a repository for maintaining a purchase history for the product; 

a rules engine containing a set of ruljes for determining a discount step for the product in 
accordance with the volume licensing agreement; 

a pricing generator , remotely connected with the clearinghouse over a communications 



netw6rk, to calculate a purchase price for tt e product in accordance with the discount step and 
the purchase history, wher e in th e pricing gen e rator det e rmin e s determine whether the discount 




step is current and, if the discount step is nojt current, d e t e rmin e s determine a new discount step 
and updat e s update the purchase price; and 

a purchase generator to display the pjirchase price and transact a purchase of the product 
in response to a user request. 

2. (Canceled) 



3. (Currently Amended) The apparatus ojf claim 2 1 wherein the communications network is 
the Internet. 



(Currently Amended) The apparatus of 



claim 3 i wherein the clearinghouse is further 



remotely connected to at least one of a pluralit>|of publishers, the publishers periodically 
transmitting a new volume licensing agreementlto the clearinghouse. 
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5. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 2 i wherein the clearinghouse is further 
remotely connected to at least one of a plura ity of distributors, the distributors periodically 
transmitting a new volume licensing agreem snt to the clearinghouse. 



6. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 
transacted purchase. 



7. (Canceled) 



wherein the purchase history is updated to reflect the 



8. (Previously Amended) The apparati s of claim 1 wherein the rules engine further 
contains a set of rules for determining the discount step for the product in accordance with a 
profile of the user that requested the purchase. 



(Original) The apparatus of claim 
an electronic distribution mechanisin 



response to a user request. 



conununications network; 

storing a the volume license 
maintaining a purchase history for 



agreen ent- 



\ 



, further comprising: 
to automatically install the purchased product in 



10. (Currently Amended) A computer-jreadable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing: 

obtaining a volume licensing agreeAient for a product from a clearinghouse over a 



tie 



App. No. 09/541,391 
Docket No. 042390.P7954 



for a product ; 
product; 

-3- 



Examiner: K. Abdi 
Art Unit: 3621 



determining a discount step for the j roduct in accordance with the volume Hcensing 
agreement, 

calculating a purchase price for the |)roduct in accordance with the discount step and the 
purchase history; 

determining whether the discount stjep is current; 

determining a new discount step an^ updating the purchase price, if the discount step is 
not current; and 

transacting a purchase of the produdt in response to a user approving the purchase price. 



1 1 . (Original) The computer-readable rpedium of claim 10 having computer-executable 
instructions for further performing: 

communicating the purchase price td the user in a visual display, and communicating the 
approval by the user to purchase in a response to the visual display. 

12. (Original) The computer-readable mpdium of claim 10 having computer-executable 
instructions for further performing: 

communicating the purchase price to j;he user in an electronic message, and communicating 
the approval by the user to purchase in a reply to the electronic message. 



13. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 10 wherein the volume license 
agreement storing computer-executable instructions further include instructions to extract the 
volume license agreement from a remote cleamnghouse. 
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14. (Original) The computer-readable medjum of claim 10 wherein the volume license 
agreement storing instructions further include Extracting updated information about the products 
license under the volume licensing agreement 



1^ (Canceled)^ 



16. (Previously Amended) The computer 
step determining instructions further contain ins 
product in accordance with a user profile of the 



readable medium of claim 10, wherein the discount 
instructions for determining the discount step for the 
aser approving the purchase price. 



1 7 . (Currently Amended) A computer imph mented method comprising: 

obtaining a volume licensing agreement for a product from a clearinghouse over a 



communications network; 

storing a the volume license agreement for a product in a repository; 

recording a history of purchases of the p 

determining a discount step for the product 
agreement, 

calculating a price for a purchase of the p 
the history of purchases; 

determining whether the discount step is 

determining a new discount step and upc 

and 



oduct pursuant to the volume license agreement; 
in accordance with the volume licensing 

roduct in accordance with the discount step and 

;urrent; 

ting the price, if the discount step is not current; 



transacting the purchase of the product for the generated price in response to a purchaser 



request. 
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18. (Original) The method of claim 17 furtlier 

displaying the generated price to the purf naser 
purchase. 



19. (Original) The method of claim 17 wheiiein 
recording a point value associated with the purchase 
agreement. 



20. (Original) The method of claim 17 wherpin recording a history of purchases includes 
recording the date associated with the purchase. 



21. (Original) The method of claim 17 wherein 
recording a profile of the purchaser that requested 



compnsmg: 

for approval before transacting the 



in recording a history of purchases includes 
in accordance with the volume license 



recording a history of purchases includes 
the purchase. 



22. (Original) The method of claim 17 wherqin the purchase price is generated in response to 
a purchaser request. 



23. (Canceled)^^ 



24. (Original) The method of claim 2 wherein 
server computer accessible over the Internet. 



the clearinghouse is maintained on a web 
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